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Nicotiana attenuata   coyote tobacco

habit roadside in Sublette County, WY  7-30-09 2

Annual.
Leaves to 15 cm long.



Nicotiana attenuata   coyote tobacco

inflorescence Sublette County, WY  7-30-09 3

Corolla 2-4 cm long.   
Herbage viscid-puberulent.

Capsule 8-12 mm long.



examples of Physalis

calyx and fruit

Berry cross section (seeds removed)
Physalis ixocarpa cultivated tomatillo

Calyx forming an inflated lantern 
Physalis virginiana

Calyx partially removed to 
expose the berry

Physalis virginiana
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Physalis hederifolia var.cordifolia   ivyleaf ground cherry

habit near Gateway, CO  5-21-09 5



Physalis hederifolia var.cordifolia   ivyleaf ground cherry

flower near Gateway, CO  5-21-09 6

Short flower pedicels 

Reflexed corolla lobes



Physalis heterophylla  clammy ground cherry

rhizomatous habit roadside near Lyons, CO  7-03-09 7



Physalis heterophylla  clammy ground cherry

inflorescence Boulder County, CO  8-05-08 8

Corolla lobes not reflexed.
Herbage viscid-villous.



Physalis heterophylla  clammy ground cherry

hairs 9

pressed, dried 
specimen

Herbage viscid-villous.



Physalis pumila subsp.hispida   prairie ground cherry

rhizomatous habit Sand Creek Nat. Historic Site, Kiowa County, CO  6-20-09 10



Physalis pumilasubsp.hispida   prairie ground cherry

flower near Sand Creek Nat. Historic Site, Kiowa County, CO  6-20-09 11



Physalis pumilasubsp.hispida   
prairie ground cherry

multicellular hairsSand Creek NHS, Kiowa County, CO  6-20-09 12

Lyons, CO  
7-17-09 

(pressed)

Pubescence of stiff, ascending or appressed hairs

Multicellular hairs



Physalis virginiana  
common ground cherry, 

long-leaved ground cherry

habit
roadside, Boulder County, CO  7-17-08

13

This includes P. longifolia (see Hartman and Nelson, 
нллмΣ ά! /ƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ±ŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ tƭŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻέ ŀǘ 
http://www.rmh.uwyo.edu/data/co_checklist.php) 

http://www.rmh.uwyo.edu/data/co_checklist.php
http://www.rmh.uwyo.edu/data/co_checklist.php


Physalis virginiana  common ground cherry, long-leaved ground cherry

habit roadside, Boulder County, CO  7-17-08 14



Physalis virginiana   common ground cherry, long-leaved ground cherry

inflorescence roadside, Boulder County, CO  7-17-08 15

Herbage sparsely 
pubescent to almost 

glabrous



Physalis virginiana   common ground cherry, long-leaved ground cherry

flower roadside, Boulder County, CO  7-17-08 16

Herbage sparsely 
pubescent to almost 

glabrous. 



Physalis virginiana  common ground cherry, long-leaved ground cherry

fruit roadside, Boulder County, CO  7-17-08 17



Quincula lobata  purple ground cherry

rhizomatous habit roadside,  Lincoln County, CO  6-18-08 18



Quincula lobata  purple ground cherry

lvs. and peduncles cultivated, Lyons, CO  7-05-08 19



Quincula lobata  purple ground cherry

fruit disturbed land near Longmont, CO  7-17-08

longitudinal section of 
calyx and berry

exposed 
berry
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Quincula lobata   purple ground cherry

the vesicular hairs are diagnostic
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Quincula lobata  vs. Physalis seeds

seeds 22

Quincula lobata (honeycombed) Physalis virginiana (minutely pitted)



Solanum americanum  american black nightshade

plant garden weed, Lyons, CO  8-26-09 23

The floras all say this is annual, but 
perennial plants have been 
recorded in Boulder County.

Calyx not at all 
accrescent to the berry.
Mature berries black.



Solanum americanum  american black nightshade

flower garden weed, Lyons, CO  7-11-09 24

Herbage sparsely 
pubescent



Solanum americanum  american black nightshade

flower garden weed, Lyons, CO  8-29-09 25

Sclerotic granules Sclerotic granulesSeeds

Pressed, dried berry


